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58%
…of private employers say child 
care services are a “very 
important” issue for the 
Anchorage economy. 

Alaska employers are concerned about child care



Child care status quo in Alaska

● 61% of Alaskans live in a 
“child care desert”

● 36% of parents postponed 
school/training due to 
child care challenges

● 77% of parents have 
missed work due to child 
care issues in past 3 months



Child care is matters for employers

Source: McKinley Research Group/Thread, 2023
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Alaska’s tight labor market

Two job openings per unemployed 
person! Reasons include:

● Aging of population
● Out-migration trend
● Pandemic disruptions
● Lack of child care
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Pre-pandemic level

Pandemic low point



Before kids:

   Men: 84%

Women:79%

After kids:

Men: 96%

Women: 67%

How labor force participation changes

Source: St. Louis Federal Reserve, 2021



What large corporations look for in a place
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Thank you!

Nolan Klouda

nfklouda@alaska.edu

ua-ced.org


